
LEAVES FROM THE ARCHIVES

The Convention Story – A Brief History

The International Theosophical Convention 

had its beginnings in small anniversary 

meetings. The fourth such anniversary was 

held on 29 November, 1879, in Bombay, and 

was attended ‘by a few English guests and 

about 500 Indians’. This was incidentally 

the first Convention held on Indian soil. It 

included a display of Indian goods — the 

first Swadeshi exhibition in the country. The 

sixth anniversary was held on 12 January, 

1882, at the Framji Cowasji Hall, Bombay. 

The Founders moved their Headquarters 

to Adyar in 1882 and thereafter the 

Convention was held annually at Adyar 

except during the years of Dr Besant’s 

intense political activity for India, when the 

Convention met at the centre where such 

work took her. Thus, the Convention was 

held in Bombay (1915), Lucknow (1916), 

Calcutta (1917), Delhi (1918), Varanasi 

(1919), Adyar (1920) and back again in 

Bombay (1924).

At the 1883 Convention, the T. Subba 

Row Medal was instituted, to be awarded to 

the author of the most valuable contribution 

to theosophical literature. Of the many 

recipients, J. Krishnamurti in 1911 and 

C. Jinarajadasa in 1913, were noteworthy

for having received the award at an early

age. In 1893, Dr Besant commenced the

Convention Lectures that have become a

feature of subsequent Conventions. In 1899,

Col Olcott announced that the International

Conventions would be held alternately at

Benaras and Adyar, and this was received

with enthusiasm by the members.

Mrs Besant’s Convention Lectures

At the beginning of this century there 

was great interest in Mrs Besant’s lectures. 

It is reported that in 1903 the audience of 

5,000 ‘crashed through the barriers, broke 

down the heavy western gates, and barged 

into the Hall to hear Dr Besant’.

The Golden Jubilee Convention held in 

1925 was memorable in many ways. It was 

the biggest Convention ever to assemble, 

with 3,000 delegates, of whom 500 came 

from overseas. Loudspeakers were used for 

the first time during the Convention. The 

Bharat Samaj Temple was consecrated, and 

shrines of other religions were in various 

stages of construction. The Prayers of the 

Religions were offered for the first time, 

with the President leading the closing 

prayer, ‘O Hidden Life, . . .’. A message to 

the Members of the Theosophical Society 

was received from an ‘Elder Brother’. 

1925 Convention gathering under the banyan tree  

including Annie Besant, C. W. Leadbeater, and others 

The Convention of 1933 was devoted 

to the memory of Dr Besant and tributes 

were paid to her unique work. In 1935, the 

Diamond Jubilee Convention was held at 

Adyar with 75 overseas and 1,500 Indian 

delegates. During the war years also the 

Conventions continued, although on a 

limited scale. The Double Diamond Jubilee 

Convention was held in 1950.


